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Sailors Riot – 10-11 November 1852

Citizen Volunteers + foreign troops landed in support of the 
government quelled the disturbances
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Household Troops (aka King’s Guards or Royal Guards) + Honolulu 
Fort Garrison Troops could not be spared from primary duties (e.g., 
guarding the sovereign, the treasury, and the arsenal) to help in the 
event of insurrection or riot 
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The Citizen Volunteers had performed so well during the Sailors Riot 
that the government decided to formally authorize the creation of a 
militia organization (in Hawai’i, generally called the “Volunteer 
Guard”) – an Infantry company was authorized and formed first, the 
Cavalry one month later
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The Cavalry would have provided their own horses and purchased 
their own uniforms – only the saber (or “sabre”) was government 
issue

Many of the horses may have been company animals – used for 
hauling freight (drayage), drawing carriages, and deliveries)
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The first uniform worn by the Hawaiian Cavalry (1855)

Purchased from a vendor in New England – typical “City militia” 
uniform worn in the eastern U.S.

Photo of Major Henry Neilson (left) and Lieutenant Paul Manini 
(right)

NOTE – the elaborate plumes are hand-painted; the actual helmet 
would been a simple horsehair “mane” streaming from the back of 
the crest or a woolen “comb”

Tragic side note:  in 1859, Neilson, a member of Kamehameha IV’s 
staff, was shot by the king in a pique of anger and morally wounded
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April 1861 – Civil War breaks out in America

Note the Union Cavalry Sergeant’s uniform – same overall style

• Felt Kossuth hat

• Waist length tunic

• Saber and Saber Belt with shoulder strap (aka cross belt)

• Trousers over boots

SIDE NOTE – the hat brim was sometimes pinned on the right side 
to AVOID hitting the brim with the drawn sword or saber at the 
Commanding Officer’s discretion
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The First Hawaiian Cavalry “stood down” in 1856 (not sure of the 
reason)

Interest was rekindled in 1861 with the American Civil War – the 
“Volunteer Movement” spread to the Hawaiian Islands (see 
Spencer’s Invincibles for an example) – although Hawai’i was 
declared officially neutral, individuals (Native and Haole) 
volunteered for service in the war (later buried in Oahu Cemetery)

An effort began November 1861 to reestablish the Hawaiian Cavalry
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The documentation and newspapers sometimes refer to the re-
established Cavalry as “Hawaiian Cavalry” and sometimes as 
“Honolulu Cavalry” – both go by the initials “HC”

10



King’s Commission for Second Lieutenant William H. Diamond in 
the First Honolulu Cavalry
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Hawaiian newspaper from 1865:  “Puali Kaua Lio o Honolulu”
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Other examples of the unit being called Honolulu Cavalry (vice 
Hawaiian Cavalry)
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Possible and likely explanation for the difference in terms –
envisioned as a cavalry “corps” with different troops (companies) 
stationed throughout the Islands

They are all “Hawaiian Cavalry” as a corps, with “localized” troops
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Why a “Garibaldi costume” of all the options available?

Hawai’i was officially neutral – authorities anxious to discourage
any thought that Hawaiian troops could be sent to aid the Union – a 
military uniform NOT associated with the Civil War

An affordable design, moreover appropriate to the climate

The American Civil War was only a few months old when the 
Hawaiian Cavalry was searching for a new uniform and had yet to 
influence popular styles of dress overseas

Giuseppe Garibaldi was a world renowned figure in 1861, his 
heroism regularly reported in newspapers. A suitable role model for 
Hawai’i – struggling against all odds to create a new nation (Italy). 
Likewise, Hawai’i was striving at the time to assert its independence. 
Garibaldi’s  “Redshirt” volunteers were legendary. The uniform 
would have been recognized by almost everyone. A symbol of 
independence backed by determined volunteers.
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The above photo of Prince Albert is well documented

Born May 20, 1858 – Died August 27, 1862

(note the fringed chair – the stand just visible at his feet was used to 
keep the subject still while the photo was taken)
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Neil Dukas – stumbled on this image that was auctioned online – the 
auction house didn’t realize the historical significance

“Rare circa 1860’s carte de visite of a little hapa haole boy 
dressed in the uniform of the Hawaiian Royal Guard of the 
Kingdom of Hawai‛i”

carte de visite – a pocket-sized photo left as a memento of a visit, 
popular in the Victorian era

Efforts to locate the successful buyer have not been successful. There 
is no other known copy of this photograph
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Enlarged (note the fringed chair and stand) – taken at the same time 
and the same photographer as the better known photo of the young 
prince
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Digitally Enhanced

The appointment of Prince Albert as a “Corporal” in the Hawaiian 
Cavalry is well documented. 

The uniform (with the exception of the fur “busby”) matches exactly 
the description of the 1863 Garibaldi-style uniform and is THE 
ONLY KNOWN PHOTOGRAPH OF THE UNIFORM.

The fur busby with feather plume would have been quite expensive 
and difficult to maintain in comparison to the Kossuth hat. The hat 
badge would also have been costly.

The busby was likely only worn on dress parade, possibly only by 
officers and the young prince.
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“Corporal Kamehameha” paraded with the Hawaiian Cavalry 
mounted on a pony at the company’s first dress parade, April 
17, 1862

Died August 27, 1862
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Detail of Prince Albert in a painting at ‘Iolani Palace. He is wearing 
his red shirt with black tile as an honorary fire fighter with Fire 
Engine Company Number 4.

The shirt (less the number 4) and tie was probably the same shirt 
worn by the Hawaiian Cavalry.
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Per the press account, the Kossuth hat was the standard issue 
headdress. The hat is named after the man that brought the style to 
American and popularized it – Hungarian, Lajos Kossuth.

There is NO documented evidence of the Crown or “HC” lettering 
being added to the Kossuth. That said, the Hawaiian Crown was a 
widely recognized symbol of Hawaiian sovereignty at the time. We 
know that the Crown and brass lettering were at least available to the 
commanding officer. As historical reenactors (living history 
enthusiasts), we have taken the creative liberty and applied these 
“devices” to the hat to enhance visibility and correct recognition.
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See separate document for a detailed description.

THIS IS NOT A CEREMONIAL OR DECORATIVE SWORD – it is 
a dangerous weapon!

In 1863, the Heavy Saber was the only weapon issued to the 
Hawaiian Cavalry (at government expense).
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See also handout for a list of the original officers – many from 
prominent Hawaiian and Kamaaina families.
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Why join?
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See also handout.
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Owing to the climate and normal wear and tear, uniforms in Hawai’i 
rarely lasted longer than three years.

By 1865, the Garibaldi uniforms had been replaced.

Above is a photograph of the Commanding Officer of the Honolulu 
Cavalry, Charles H. Judd wearing the replacement uniform, heavily 
influenced by styles popularized during the American Civil War. The 
Kossuth hat was replaced by a French-style “kepi.”

(this photo is in the Bishop Museum archives)
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A hunting horn worn by light cavalry in America and Continental 
Europe was adopted circa 1865 for use on the cap (kepi).
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The Hawaiian Cavalry and all other military units were disbanded 
following the Election or Courthouse Riot of 1874, suspected 
(perhaps justifiably) of being sympathetic to Queen Emma.

Kalākaua replaced the Hawaiian Cavalry with a new mounted unit, 
the Leleiohoku Guards. The Leleiohoku Guards were in turn 
disbanded following the Wilcox Rebellion of 1889.
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The Hawaiian Cavalry return to duty at Queen Emma Summer Place, 
Wednesday November 13, 2024.

A Living History Project of

the Forum on Hawai‘i’s Military and Warrior Past
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